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THE BIBLE, A BOOK FOR MANKIND. 
BY RICHARD S. STORRS, D.D. 


_ The following powerful discourse, delivered in 
connection with the Jubilee Services of the American 
Bible Society, was published in the ational Preacher 
in 1866. This periodical is no longer issued, and the 
sermon has, of course, long been out of print. Again 
and again inquiries have been made for the discourse, 
and it affords great pleasure to reproduce it with the 
cordial consent of its distinguished author: 


_ Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came 
_ together,and were confounded, because that every man heard 
_ them speak in his own language.-—A cts ii. 6. 

__ Weare often impressed, as we follow the narrative 
of the strange and mighty works of Christ, with the 
resemblance—may I not say, with the inward analogy? 
een the physical miracles which he wrought 
| the more transcendent effects accomplished by 


are still repeated in their experience wherever 
zh the gospel the Spirit, who represents the 
his power. _ ie 


ured light on eyes that had been sight- 
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h m upon the minds and wills of men: effects which 


less, he seems to have but typified therein the spirit- 
ual illumination that he equally gave to the souls 
which believed him, and which through that belief 
were brought to a wholly new conception of God, of 
duty, and of the hereafter. When he wakened in the 
ear whose nerve had been dead, a new sensibility to 
the harmonies around it, what did he but prefigure 
his more sublime office of making the soul behind 
that ear quickly sensitive to the voices of God, in the 


- Scripture, in providence, in his instructions, and in 


its own conscience? And when he loosened the 
cramped muscle, and bade the lame walk freely forth, 
or when he caused the leprosy to drop as a tainted 
garment from him on whom its scales were fastened— 
yea, when he lifted the dead to life, and made the 
blood again to course through veins that had been 
fast dissolving—still did these amazing effects run 
parallel always with those of the deeper spiritual 
freedom, the more profound inward cleansing, the 
new life developed amid moral death, which he im- 
parted, and still imparts, to those who invoke and 
trust his power. His control over the winds reminds 
us of that which he yet exerts over the furious human 
passions. The power of speech which he gave to the 
dumb is paralleled yet surpassed by the new song 
which now he puts into lips that were silent about 
him, And in even the curse, beneath which the fig- 
tree withered to its roots, we see foreshown the blight 
which he to-day incurs who by profession, without 
Christian action, reproduces the leaves that promised 
fruit but held it not. 5 < 
So everywhere the moral is prophesied by the 
physical in the works which Christ wrought ; and by 
his operations on the bodies of men we are naturally 
thrown forward to adistinct contemplation of those 
which equally were accomplished by him in the un- 
seen sphere of the mind and the will. oo 
It seems to me that without either a violent wresting 
or an unwarrantable stretch of this general principle, 
we may discern in the signal miracle to which our at- 
tention is called in the text a type of one more wholly 
intellectual and moral in its nature; the influence of 
which surrounds us still, and the fruits of which shall 
not cease to be enjoyed while the Bible continues to 
be studied by men. The spirit of God, descending at 
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the Pentecost, enabled those on whom came his influ- 
ence to speak before those who were gathered around 
them in the tongue which to each was familiar and na- 
tive; so that Parthians, Medes, and Elamites alike, 
the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and Cap- 
padocia, in Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
in Egypt, and in the parts of Lybia about Cyrene, the 
strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and 
Arabians, all heard them speak in their own tongues 
the wonderful works of God. 

The immediate miracle was amazing. The physical 
effect was wholly without precedent. And we won- 
der not that they were awed, and intensely excited, 
whose very senses were startled by it. But is it not 
paralleled, while transcended, by that still greater 
operation of the spirit through which the writers who 
made the Bible, under his inspiration, were moved, 
without purpose or concert on their part, so to con- 
struct it that it addresses every people, every person, 
through that precise mode of appeal which to each is 
most intelligible, most impressive? To render it from 
its original tongues into the various articulate lan- 
guages spoken by the nations, this is a work for skillful 
and reverent human hands. To so prepare it that the 
generic modes of address, through which its moral 
truths are uttered, should be appropriate and effective 
to each, was a work for divine wisdom and power—a 
work beside which the wonder of the tongues, amaz- 
ing as it is, is not the most august and high. 

And so, by this passage, rising from one plane of 
thought to another, we are naturally led to the special 
theme of this discourse: The Bible, considered as a 
book for mankind ; a book adapted to reach and to 
interest all among men, in spite of the vast varieties 
which appear in their character, culture, and moral 
condition, as well as in their exterior state. The 
theme is a large one, and is certainly suitable to this 
series of sermons; and to it I ask your thoughtful 
attention. 

It would seem at first sight, antecedently to experi- 
ence, a hopeless attempt to try to make a single book 
that should be equally suitable and effective for the 
instruction of all mankind, while such measureless 
diversities exist among men: while not individuals 
only, but peoples, are separated by immense and 
radical differences. No book ever written by human 
hands, and inspired and moulded by the unassisted 
human brain, has ever approached the accomplish- 
ment of the task. No man, however gifted with 
genius, however largely informed and cultured, how- 
ever practiced in intellectual effort, could possibly 
propose such a work to himself without an instant and 
utter sense of his inability to perform it. The very 
attempt would argue in him an insanity of pride, or a 
mental unsoundness. The poetry of Dante, de Vega, 
Milton, of Homer, Aéschylus, or of Shakespeare him- 
self, the most universal of human minds—the philo- 
sophical, ethical, political treatises, the scientific es- 
says or the collected orations, of the great masters 
of reason and of speech—the fascinating public or 
personal narratives, which have sought to set forth 
the general laws or the deepest facts of human expe- 
rience—table-talks, romances, allegories, songs—all 
alike have appealed to classes, or to particular peo- 
ples, and have gained but a limited audience in the 
world, Though the names of their authors, like that 
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of Lope, have been turned into adjectives by a national 
enthusiasm, and taken to represent the ideal of perfec- 
tion, they have never commanded universal attention. 
To some, they have been precious. To others, devoid 
of interest and charm. Translate them into foreign 
tongues, distribute them everywhere over Christen- 
dom, and still in every nation alike are those who 
welcome and admire, and those whom they wholly 
fail to reach; who are as utterly unimpressed by them 
as is the pavement by the moonbeams that fall on 
it; as is the tree by the serenade sung beneath its 
branches. 

Men of the largest and most sympathetic intel- 
lectual powers have felt this keenly ; the more keenly, 
indeed, as their sense of the importance of the truth 
they were uttering was more intense; and have 
wished—but with a vain aspiration—that they could at 
least touch all their contemporaries with one impres- 
sion, by some sublime and luminous discourse, or 
some supreme soul-stirring poem. But they have 
only in the rarest instances been able in any consid- 
erable degree to accomplish even this ; and when they 
have spoken to mankind at large, in other lands and 
other times as well as their own, they have had to 
return to classes or to persons, standing near their 
own level, as the only audience possible for them. 
Not infrequently, even then, their subsequent readers 
have been tempted to apply to them the impatient 
remark which Humboldt in his “ Cosmos” quotes from 
Goethe, concerning the eminent German naturalists, 
that ‘‘ their art had been to make their science inac- 
cessible.” 

But now the aim which is distinctly proposed in the 
construction of the Bible is to make a book to be 
equally adapted to every class, of every people, in 
every land, and in each age, and on whatever possible 
level of character and capacity; a book that shall 
have for each of all an appropriate voice, and one 
which only a moral reluctance, not any peculiarity of 
power or training, shall hinder him from hearing. 

It was not a matter of choice, even—we may rever- 
ently say—with the divine Author of the Scriptures, 
whether this should be his aim in them or not. Grant- 
ing that man, aside from revelation, does not know, 
and will not learn, all that it is important that he should 
know concerning himself and his responsibilities, 
concerning God and his moral government, concern- 
ing the future whose shadow falls beforehand upon 
us, but into whose depths no eye can pierce till death 
unseals it—granting this, as it would seem impossible 
that any one should not who has surveyed the condi- 
tion of heathendom as it was before Christ, as it now 
is wherever his gospel has not gone—it becomes at 
least probable that God, if wise and good, will recog- 
nize and supply this urgent want. It is all the more 
probable, as the conception which we form of him be- 
comes more just, and as the importance to the welfare 
of men of the truths to be declared impresses us more. 
It comes not infrequently to be in thoughtful heathen — 
minds a deep conviction that God, if there be a God, 
personal and good—will some time or other tell men 
what to believe and to do; making evident and cer- 
tain, by a special revelation, the truths which they 
consciously need to know. It was the feeling 
of the necessity of this which led Porphyry to 
compile his ambitious collection of Ancient Oracles. 
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He hoped so to meet this demand of his age 
as to leave Christianity less attractive. It is the 
intense desire for this which gives their interest to 
those passages that have been quoted by Neander 
from the semi-religious romance of The Clementines. 

And now, if God shall make a revelation, such as this 
desire in man points toward, it must, it would seem, be 
equally granted that he say do this, and wisely do it, 
through permanent writings, that it is at least as 
probable that he will do it in this precise mode as in 
any other; as through an endless succession, for 
example, of inspired teachers ; or through a tradition, 
continually transmitted. Indeed, the latter of these, 
without the former, would appear the most untrust- 
worthy mode of making any revelation. What is 
spoken is easily forgotten. Only what is written re- 
mains. Oral instructions may be first misinterpreted, 
and then, as thus circulated, though originally true, 
may be made to teach positive error; as when, for a 
very decisive example, the words of the Lord to his 
elected Apostle Peter, “If I will that he [John] tarry 
till I come, what is that to thee?” were misunder- 
stood by the disciples who heard them, and the saying 
spread, and evidently long remained among them, 
that the Lord had promised that John should not die; 
a thing which, in fact, he had not intimated. 

But a written declaration is scarcely liable to such 
misconstruction. It continues as at first, can be care- 
fully examined, compared with others, put under 
various lights of illustration, till the meaning of it is 
exactly ascertained. A volume composed of such 


written declarations will be open always to individual 


fruitful study. The only condition which it will 
require from those into whose hands it comes—-the 
only condition to their intellectual mastery of it—will 
_be the attainment by some among them of that prime 
art of reading which the child in the school earli- 
est acquires, and which opens to the student all 
the thought of the world. It will stimulate, at the 
same time, independent inquiries, and prompt to a 
vast-variety of research. It will become the vital con- 
dition of a rich and generous auxiliary literature ; 
will contribute thus, indirectly as well as directly, to 
the general mental advancement of a people. It will 
be capable of the widest distribution. And by the 
many sides and fronts which it certainly will offer to 
skeptical objections, it will in the end, if it endure 
these, be demonstrated true by such various evidences 
that their final force will become irresistible. 

It must therefore be admitted as possible, perhaps 
as probable, by even the skeptic, that God, if he 
makes a revelation at all of the truths which men 
need to know, and of the duties which they ought to 
perform, will make it through such sacred writings ; 
not by an order, constantly renewed, of inspired men 
—who must be of an incalculable number to reach all 
parts and classes of the race, and whose teaching 
would be likely in the end to enfeeble, rather than 
inspire, the minds that were trained to depend upon 
them; not by traditions, transmitted through the 
memory of successive generations, and liable always 
to be changed and perverted, if not to be lost; but in 
writings, which shall preserve their identity, and 
- shall at last be combined in a book for the free, fre- 

quent, and reverent study of all who choose. 

This is probable. And this it is—precisely this— 
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which the faith of the Christians associated for the 
work that convenes us this evening affirms to have 
been accomplished in the book which we call by the 
name that has come as a precious legacy to Christen- 
dom from the age of Chrysostom and of Jerome—the 
name, The Bible. 

But now if such a book be selected as the vehicle 
of God’s revelation of truth, it seems, as I suggested, 
hardly to be left a matter of choice whether it shall or 
shall not be adapted to reach and to interest all men 
alike, and to speak the truth which it conveys, to 
every class and every person, through that particular 
form of appeal which to each is most suitable. It 
cannot confine itself to a part of the race, and speak 
to the few rather than the many, to the thoughtful and 
cultivated and not the uneducated, and still be in har- 
mony with the goodness, the wisdom, the love of 
God; with his design, even, in giving it to the world. 
To illustrate his perfections, to accomplish his ends, it 
must be adapted to all alike ; to the most illiterate, as 
well as to the cultivated; to the vicious and profane, 
even, as well as the devout. It must have a voice 
equally apt, and equally audible, to those who dwell 
in Mesopotamia, as to those in Judea; to Egyp- 
tian and Cyrenian, as well as to Roman; to Cretes 
and Arabians, as well as to Jews. If it does not, there 
will always be multitudes in the world shut out from 
its influence, or who only can take that at second 
hand, and be dependent on others for it. And this 
would seem to indicate certainly that God had a 
special favor for classes, and was not—as it is his 
glory to be—the impartial All-Father. 

We should as soon expect a sun which was naturally 
fitted to enlighten and warm only certain streets and 
squares in the city, only special favored portions of 
the’earth, and limited parallels on the sea, as expect 
a Bible, coming from God, to be but partial in its fit- 
ness to the race. Ifthe book that purports to be his 
word is not fitted to reach in its appeal from one ex- 
treme of that race to the other, and to reach, at the 
same time, all intermediate strata of society—to make 
the truths which it declares as familiarly at home in 
the bushman’s kraal as in the closets of studious 
piety, in the jungle or the slave-cabin as in the halls 
of ancient universities, it will want one needed evi- 
dence of its origin in his mind. Miracles themselves 
could hardly, I think, hold closely or long to such a 
book our intelligent conviction. 

Let us then look, from this point of view, on the 
peculiar construction of the Bible, noticing briefly the 
parts that are contained in it, and the relation and 
proportion of these parts. 

Perhaps the first thing which impresses us in exam- 
ining this is the comparatively large space which is 
occupied in it with plain and graphic historical narra- 
tives; narratives that seem at first sight, possibly, out 
of place, at least to be carried to disproportionate ex- 
tent, in a book intended to teach men of God rather 
than of man; to apply to the present, not illustrate 
the past ; and to exhibit general truths, and great and 
instant moral duties, rather than to perpetuate ancient 
records. - 

These narratives, too, seem disproportioned among 
themselves, in their fullness and extent, and hardly to 
correspond, in respect of these, with the importance 
of the events which they record. A few pages are 
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occupied with the story of the creation; a few more 
with a rapid general sketch of the state of the world 
before the flood. And then come many pages and 
books occupied at first with the history of one family, 
and then of the tribes which later spring from it; and 
finally of the people, into which the descendants and 
remnants of these tribes are gradually combined. 
Only here and there, as it were incidentally, are 
notices recorded of the state of the greater and more 
opulent nations which existed around this people of the 
Jews, which carried on wars, developed statesman- 
ship, cultivated arts, erected capitals, founded empires, 
besides which theirs were insignificant. But atten- 
tion is constantly called to the progress, the reactions, 
the divisions and catastrophes, and the successive 
conditions of the limited and obscure Hebrew people, 
of which the thought of the world at the time took 
little notice, and toward which its power was only 
exerted to subdue and. despoil it. 

The most trifling things, too, are in this curious 
compilation of narratives related often with more par- 
ticularity, and impressed with more emphasis, than 
are those which are greater. We are told—with what 
seems to some, no doubt, a tedious minuteness—the 
details of the construction of the skin-covered tent 
in which this semi-barbarous people worshipped their 
God ; but only two or three sentences are given to 
the wondrous pillar, of cloud by day and of fire by 
night, which is declared to have marched before 
them as they went out from’ bondage toward their 
future. We are told particularly of the stations at 
which they tarried in the wilderness, as they wearily 
crossed it—stations which now, for the most part, it 
is as impossible precisely to fix as to tell what parts 
of the waters of our rivers were tien contained in the 
currents of the Jordan. But only by a word or two, 
here and there, is indicated to us, without description, 
the foundation of these cities, like Tadmor in the 
desert, and Tiphsah on the distant Euphrates, which 
Solomon built, that he might open to the commerce 
of his nation the vast resources of Central Asia. 

The great things and the small are thus not only 
intermixed, but the small—or what seem such—are 
often treated with an ampler completeness than is 
given to the greater, about which we should be eager 
for instruction. No connected narrative is given of 
the long captivity of the Hebrews in Assyria, or of the 
effects produced upon them by the splendid but 
tyrannous heathen civilization which there they en- 
countered. But one entire book is occupied with the 
story of a young Moabitish widow, a story related 
with exquisite beauty, but seeming to have, at first 
sight at least, but a quite remote bearing on the gen- 
eral record; while another, which does not contain 
within it the name of God, reports the startling and 
perilous adventures through which a Jewish woman 
passed in her efforts to serve the cause of her people 
at the court of a dissolute Persian king, 

A similar apparent want of proportion marks 
equally the laws, or codes of law, which the Bible 
presents. The Ten Commandments, which even 
skeptics admit to be of importance, if not to be of vital 
consequence and a secular authority, are contained in 
a single brief passage from one of the books; and 
the essential principle of them is still further com- 
pressed into the requirement of love alike toward 
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God and man. But page after page is successively 
occupied with rules which concern the exterior of life ; 
what they to whom they were given should eat; what 
kinds of animals they should offer in sacrifice ; and 
with what exact details of ceremony they should 
approach their altar and shrine. ¢ 

Peisonal biographies, too, are, everywhere inter- 
spersed; not methodically given, but hinted some- 
times, sometimes outlined with rapid touches, and 
occasionally filled up with more completeness. They 
are not biographies of good men alone, but of proud, 
corrupt, and mean men as well; and the career of 
the vicious and the profligate is sometimes presented 
with more distinctness than that of the devout. We 
can clearly trace the treacherous and murderous 
course of Abimelech, the son of Gideon; but we 
hear not a word of his half-brother Jotham, one of the 
most engaging figures in all the Old Testament, ex- 
cept through his remarkable parable, spoken to the 
Shechemites, of the trees assembled for the choice of 
aking. Ahab is as plainly before our eyes as is the 
later Roman Commodus, in secular annals ; and the 
brilliant Jezebel, who moved and moulded him, im- 
perious, cruel, but queenly even in her crimes, is al- 
most as much tous an historical presence as is Mary of 
England or Catherine de Medici. But of the daugh- 
ter of Pharaoh, by whom Moses was rescued, how 
little are we told! She vanishes from our eyes with the 
one human action. And of such a majestic teacher as 
Ezekiel, the visioned prophet, whose mission to the 
nation was in one of the grandest crises of its history, 
we know almost nothing, as to the facts of his per- 
sonal experience, except from his allusion to the 
circumstance that he had been married and had 
sadly and suddenly lost his wife. 

So the biographical sketches which meet us through- 
out the Old Testament seem, to the eye that looks 
only on the surface, like a collection of ancient 
statutes, dug up from the earth in which they have 
been buried; yellow with time ; some without one 
member, some without another; an arm here, and 
there a limb, here only a hand, and there a torso; 
the most beautiful often the most fatally mutilated, 
and the exquisite form without a head. 

Nor yet has the complex structure of the Scriptures 
—even regarding the Old Testament alone—been 
more than partially set before us. Associated with 
these more general narratives, these records of laws 
and these sketches of personal adventure and char- 
acter, are songs and odes ; some evidently composed 
for public use, and some wholly individual in their 
character, written by those who could not help it; 


some full of anguish, fear, remorse, the keenest sense ~ 


of personal bereavement, the deepest despondency in 
view of God’s justice and of man’s lost estate ; and 
some as full of love, gratitude, praise, courage, the 
most exultant adoration of God’s mercy, the most 
triumphant expectation of his favor. One chants 
in sombre majesty the funeral strains inspired by the 


sense of the briefness of life, and the next contrasts it — 


with pzean notes, awakened by the thought of his 


security who dwelleth beneath the Almighty’s wing. 


There are hymns that chant, with lyric sweetness, the 


wonderful dealings of Jehovah with his people; and — 
hymns that have been pressed from souls burdened | 
and pierced by sharpest sorrow, in the memory of 


February, 1894. 


great crimes. There are odes which are full of 
Imprecations of vengeance on the enemies of God; 
and others which express, with pathetic earnestness, 
what looks like an almost cowardly longing for relief 
from endurance and rest from work. And one whole 
book is occupied by what appears upon the surface a 
mere oriental epithalamium, composed to celebrate 
the bridal of a king. 

There are collections, too, of general philosophical 
and ethical maxims, the compressed wisdom of large 
experience, put into sentences terse and compact, 
and perhaps rounded and smoothed by use, to be 
fitted to circulate as popular proverbs. And one 
book contains a vivid exhibition of the partial and 
erroneous way in which men reason concerning 
Providence, though they start with a conception of 
one governing God, if they have not the light of 
revelation to guide them; while another contains 
a striking development of that epicurean and godless 
philosophy which says there is nothing better for a 
man than to gain what he can, and enjoy what he 
may, and expect his existence to end at death. 

And, still additional to all these elements, there are 

comprised in these same Scriptures prophetic ad- 
monitions ; startling sermons, full of instruction, exhor- 
tation, entreaty; predictions of the future, couched usu- 
ally in figurative language, and sometimes strangely 
veiled while adorned by symbols that are equally 
brilliant and mysterious. And there are records of 
the effects which these produced on those who heard 
them ; in some cases, even, ot the subsequent events 
in which they were fulfilled. 
, All this in the Old Testament. Passing on, then, 
to the New, we find there, at first, four extended and 
careful narratives—each different from the others, 
while still essentially harmonious with them—concern- 
ing the birth, life, character, work, and the entire expe- 
rience on earth of Him whose figure is central in the 
Bible, and who towers supremely over all that 
surround him in its immense biographical galleries. 
His conversations are reported; his prayers, and 
promises ; his miraculous actions; his caresses and 
his tears; where he walked, and with whom he 
dined; his words of sympathy and of rebuke; the 
parables which he made the chariots of pearl for the 
thoughts which he sent on their world-wide career ; 
the experiences of weakness and want which he 
knew; the humiliations to which he was subjected; 
the strange splendors which now and then invested 
him; the agony beneath which his very soul bowed ; 
the amazing resurrection with which at last he burst 
the gates of death and the grave, and the luminous 
glory in which he finally left the earth. 

One of these narratives seems to have been written 
especially for the Hebrews, converted to Christ; 
another, perhaps, for the Roman world; another for 
the G:eek ; and another, the latest in its order, for 
all the scattered disciples of the Lord—to supplement 
the others, and to give a fuller exhibition of his 
character, a fuller report of his instructions, with less 
comparatively of his outward action. 

‘Then comes a brief and summary account, simple 
in plan, but most instructive and fertile in suggestion, 
of the early missionary development in the world, 
after the departure of the Lord from it, and after that 
descent of the Spirit to which the text has called our 
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attention. And this is followed by a collection of 
letters, written at different places and times, and 
under a great variety of circumstances, by a number 
of men, who were separated from each other in many 
points of character and of culture, as well as of training 
and original power, while agreed in their views of 
Christian truth, and of the duty which it enjoined ; 
and who wrote freely of theological, ethical, or 
practically Christian and benevolent subjects, as 
these successively engaged their thoughts. Many 
particulars of personal éxperience, and many traits 
of personal character, appear in these letters; while, 
at the same time, the substance of them is a broad 
and masterly exhibition of doctrine, as they in com- 
mon held and taught. And the long series at last is 
crowned with the most mysterious and sublime book 
which the entire volume contains ; full of poetry, full 
of piety, full of rich and unsearchable symbolism, 
which never yet has been wholly interpreted, though in 
it the mind of the church from the first has believed 
lay hid a description of the progress of the Christian 
religion from its feeble beginnings to its final com- 
plete supremacy in the earth. 

So many, so diverse, so singularly contrasted with 
each other, are the various kinds of composition 
represented in the Bible; while the moment we 
attempt to analyze each, and to trace the subordinate 
varieties that exist between the individual writers or 
speakers, we are lost in the manifold intricate paths 
of such an inquiry. Many authors have contributed 
to produce it. Various languages are represented in 
it—in either its vocabulary, or its forms of gram- 
matical construction. The same author writes in a 
different style at one time in his life from that which 
he employs at another; while the first of them all 
is separated from the last by an interval of time 
certainly greater than that which separates us this 
evening from the first arrival of the Saxons in Britain, 
or separates the modern civilized Europe from the 
age of the savage Visigoth conquests. 

So confused, fragmentary, heterogeneous, appears 
at first sight the construction of the Bible, that one 
wonders not that skeptics have always attacked and 
derided it, as wanting in system, symmetry, propor- 
tion—not fitted to hold, like a treatise, or a poem, or © 
a continuous and harmonious history, the rewarded 
attention of scholarly minds. It may even seem to 
those not skeptics, but who survey it only from with- 
out, and measure it by the customary standards of 
criticism, that the Spirit of God, who of old brought 
the cosmos out of the chaos, has here reversed his 
operation, and has thrown the truth into forms of ex- 
pression pervaded by no unity, stitched together by 
the binder, but combined in no really organic whole, 
and contributing harmoniously to no precise final 
impression. 

But now there are many points of view from which 
this very construction of the Scriptures, as distin- 
guished from every other possible, approves itself 
desirable and vindicates the wisdom of God in 
selecting tt. When we recognize, for instance, the 
real unity of thought—the positive substantial iden- 
tity, indeed, of doctrine and of precept—which pre- 
vails through these dissimilar books, written by 
different men not only, but in different languages, 
in various lands, and in ages widely remote from 
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each other—when we observe how perfectly John, 
and Paul, and Peter, separately writing in the age of 
Pliny, almost in that of Tacitus and Plutarch, are in 
harmony, after so many centuries, not only with 
Isaiah the evangelical prophet, but with David before 
him, and even with Moses taking up his mission on 
the banks of the Nile, or uttering his predictions from 
the borders of Moab—in harmony, even, with those 
still earlier prophetic declarations of which Moses 
himself has only given us the subsequent record—it 
seems absolutely impossible to doubt that one su- 
preme controlling mind, seeing the end from the 
beginning, has presided invisibly above all these; 
and that their unity, amid all their varieties, has come 
directly from His as its source. 

Nothing like it is found elsewhere in history. 
Disciples have contradicted their teachers. Men, 
first confederated by a common belief, have broken 
afterward into furious oppositions; and their cele- 
brated schools have been split by divisions, and 
splintered into hostile factions. Succeeding think- 
ers, like the builders of palaces, have seemed to feel 
it incumbent upon them to erase the foundations of 
previous systems to make an ampler space for their 
own. And a series of doctrines progressively de- 
veloped through many centuries, without divergence 
from the original love of direction, is a phenomenon 
nowhere presented. In this unity of the Scriptures, 
then, amid all their variety, is demonstrated to us 
the hand of God. Miracles themselves—not merely 
recorded, but instantly wrought before our eyes— 
could be hardly a more illustrious proof of it. 

But observe, still further, how this peculiar con- 
struction of the Bible serves always anew to irritate 
the mind of one who examines it to new acts of 
attention; how it tasks the memory; how it dis- 
ciplines the judgment ; how it compels an earnest, 
repeated, continuous study, in the comparison of one 
part with another, and in the more careful analysis of 
each, to find exactly all its contents, and detect its 
harmony with what seems to contradict it. Observe 
what greater fullness of exhibition is given to the 
truth, when even the evil, as well as the good, are 
made, by their example if not by their instructions, 
to set it forth, and the four narratives, where there 
might have been but one, become—to accept the 
image of the Fathers—as the four rivers of Paradise, 
multiplying their currents to refresh with their waters 
the widest regions. is 

Observe how a book composed as this is, and urg- 
ing such claims on men’s attention, awakens, stimu- 


lates, necessitates research, in the greatest possible’ 


variety of directions, and challenges the entire mind 
of Christendom to enter on any of the lines of investi- 
gation, of which it purposely crosses so many, that it 
may, if true, be demonstrated to be so, or if untrue, 
be exposed. Observe of what immensest proof the 
entire book becomes thus susceptible, as these simul- 
taneous or successive explorations, amid manu- 
scripts, monuments, languages, traditions, still shed 
each one new light,upon it, or bring stones for its 
buttresses and capitals for its columns. Observe how 
an essential, or a serious error, in the transcription of 
the copies of the Bible, or in their translation, be- 
comes nearly impossible, through this peculiar con- 
struction of it; since the diverse parts of it can hardly 
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equally be erroneously copied or erroneously trans- 
lated, and the discovery of any collision between 
these parts will at once direct to a more intent scru- 
tiny of each in its turn. Observe how like the Bible 
becomes, through this its mode of composition, to 
the earth itself—which is not trimly laid out and 
garnished, smoothed into house-lots, or parcelled 
into farms, but is presented to us in the rough; rich, 
but rugged; apparently without any orderly arrange- 
ment; its mountains waiting to be subdued, its rivers 
waiting to be utilized; the precious metals hid be- 
neath rocks, and the glittering jewels lodged in 
caverns ; but which thus, and thus only, incites men 
to the enterprise through which they gain final 
mastery of it, and becomes the fresh matrix to each 
generation of intelligent thought and of voluntary 
force. Observe all these things, and we need not 
look further to find reason enough for this peculiar 
construction of the Bible. 
{To be continued.) 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


RUSSIA. 


Mr. George H. Prince writes from St. Petersburg, 
under date of December 30th, 1893 : 

We have pleasure and a cause for thankfulness in 
reporting the safe arrival here yesterday of Golubeft. 
He reached Moscow on the 24th, having taken his 
departure from there on the 6th of March, 1892, nearly 
twenty-two months before. His route was through 
Nijnii-Novgorod into Siberia, and on to Irkootsk 
along the Lena River to Yakootsk, making a detour 
of 330 miles to the gold washings east of the Lena. On 
returning to Irkootsk, he made the circuit of that 
district, 1,000 miles, and then taking a fresh start he 
crossed the Trans-Baikal district to that of the Amoor, 
and along the latter to Nicolaefisk, returning along 
the Amoor to its confluence with the Oosoori, which 
carried him to Vladivostock, whence he obtained a 
free passage to Odessa. The sea voyage of fifty days 
has caused all his ailments to disappear, and he will 
be ready for fresh work in March. During the jour- 
ney he travelled, by sea, river, and land, 30,000 miles 
and distributed about 23,000 copies, making, since he 
entered the service of the Society eleven years ago, 
a circulation of 111,000 copies, mostly in Siberia and 
Central Asia, 

He is eager to start again, and our plan is that he 
should go back to Odessa and thence to Vladivostock, 
thence up the Oosoori district to the Chinese frontier. — 
He may then go the whole length of the Amoor to 
Nicolaeffsk, calling at Sahalin. Itis too early to de- 
cide whether he shall go to Kamtchatka, and his return 
here will depend on circumstances, but should not be 
Jater than the end of the year. Other plans are to 
send a colporteur to Western Siberia, and to send _ 
Gagarin to the borders of the White Sea, including — 
the island of Solontz, where is the famous monastery. 


AN UNSELFISH BIBLE SELLER. 


YOKOHAMA, December 21, 1893. ' 
Rev. Mr. Pettee, of Okayama, sends to me the fol- 
lowing interesting testimony in regard to the charac- 
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ter of the men that we are employing in the work of 
Bible distribution : 

; “Mr. Yamashita, the new Bible seller, suffered heav- 
ily in the recent flood. His home was destroyed and 
his stock of Bibles, as well as private property, nearly 
ruined. The poor fellow lost about everything he 
had; but, like the real Christian hero that he is, as 
soon as he got his mother put in a safe place he 
rushed into relief work with our evangelist, Mr. Mit- 
sunobu, without stopping to collect his own things 
together. He is one of the most genuinely unselfish 
Christians in all this region, and is worthy of the best 
treatment that you can give him when you come to 
settle with him.” H. Loomis. 


STEPS TOWARD LEARNING. 


A veteran missionary from Southern Africa used to 
say that the first step of a Zulu toward civilization and 
Christianity was seen when a man who had never 
worn clothing began for the first time to wear a shirt. 
So the primer and the spelling-book are in the first 
lines of advance toward Christian literature. After 
them come the Gospels, the New Testament, and the 
Bible. Bishop Tucker, of Uganda, says: 

During the last few months nearly 40,000 gospel 
reading-sheets have been sold. What does this 
teach us? No one buys a reading-sheet without a 
very serious and settled purpose. A reading-sheet is 
not of itself very amusing. Therefore that this large 
number of reading-sheets has been sold is most sig- 
nificant. It reveals a settled purpose in the mind of 
the people. It means not that 40,000 people are 
learning to read, but that six times 40,000 are so learn- 
ing. It is, I think, a fair calculation that a single 


reading-sheet will do the work of teaching six people. _ 


Thus we are brought face to face with the fact that in 
one way or another something like a quarter of a 
million of people are under instruction in the matter 
of simply learning to read. 


SIAM. 


LETTER FROM THE REV. JOHN CARRINGTON, 
PENANG, December 8, 1893. 
We returned here yesterday from the Siamese 
coast, and while waiting for the steamer bound for 
Singapore I will write just a word. I have been 
absent from Bangkok since October i1gth, on a tour 
along the Bengal side of Siam, in six Siamese prov- 
inces and in one province of Bengal. Rev. E. P. Dun- 
lap, D.D., is with me. We have seen much of this 
part of Siam, and have been in places where we were 
told missionaries had never been seen before. We 
expect to leave here to-day and to be in Bangkok in 
from seven to nine days, and I hope to send you then 
a full report of the journey. On reaching this city 
six weeks ago I was taken ill, and for half a day I 
suffered intensely, but after two days I was about 
again and have enjoyed excellent health ever since. 


GILBERT ISLANDS BIBLES, 
Writing from Honolulu on the 8th of December, 
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that a quantity of Gilbert Islands Bibles were waiting 
there to be forwarded to their destination. Captain 
Hitchfield, of the schooner ‘‘Liliu,” was then in San 
Francisco, about to take passage for Honolulu, where 
his vessel was waiting for him. The Bibles were sent 
on in the same vessel, and were dispatched from here 
by the schooner which sailed on the 14th of October. 
Doubtless they have now for some weeks been in the 
hands of Mr. Walkup and will be rapidly sold to the 
Islanders, and before long he will be wanting a new 


supply. 


——————__+ + 


THE BIBLE AMONG ROMAN CATHOLICS. 


There is nota Roman Catholic Church from the Rio 
Grande to Patagonia in which the Bible is read in a lan- 
guage the people can understand, or where Bible in- 
struction of any sort is ever imparted ; very few, in fact, 
in which even the Roman Catholic religion is systemat- 
ically explained and taught. While in Linares, I was 
solicited by some ladies to make a contribution toward 
the building of the new ‘‘ Chapel of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus.” I offered ten dollars for the purpose on 
condition that the priest would certify me that in that 
chapel one chapter of the Roman Catholic Bible 
would be read in Spanish at least once a week, that 
the people might learn to hear and: know the voice of 
the great Shepherd. But it was declined, the condi- 
tion being inadmissible. In the city of Socorro, capital - 
of Santander, Colombia, S. A., under similar circum- 
stances, I offered in 1873 twenty dollars in gold, on 
the same terms, which was declined for the same 
reason. In both cases the incident reveals what 
place the Bible, the Roman Catholic Bible, holds in 
the Roman Catholic religion. The people ought not 
to read it at home, and the priest will not read and. 
explain it to them in the churches.—fev. A. B. Pratt. 


BIBLE WORK YET TO BE DONE. 
There remains yet very much land to be possessed, 


. for— 


(1) Though in most of the important languages of 
the world some part or the whole of Sciipture may 
now be read, there are still many languages, possibly 
hundreds, which remain untouched, and of which we 
at present know little or nothing. 

(2) In the majority of the languages in which some 
portion of the Bible has been translated, it is only a. 
portion, often only a single Gospel. And though 
there can be no such thing as a quantitative estimate 
of living truth, for from a small seed may grow a large 
tree, yet to all are we bound to hand on what has 
been given to ourselves. 

(3) Besides the want of additional translations there 
is constant need of revision of those that already exist. 
No translation of the Bible is ever absolutely perfect, . 
or more than approximately represents the fullness 
and depth of the divine original. In nearly every coun- 
try of Europe this need has been recognized, and re- 
visions have been recently, or are now being carried 
out. If this need exists where the translation has | 
been made into the translator’s own mother tongue, 
and for a people imbued for centuries with Christian 
ideas, how much more must it be felt with a transla- 


tion into a language imperfectly known, pehaps into 


Dr. Hiram Bingham says: 
one which the translator has himself first reduced to 


4 When I was in San Francisco in September I learned 
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form and writing, and nearly always into one in which 
no terms exist adequate to reproduce those of the 
original, because the thoughts of the people have 
never risen high enough to require or evolve them. 
Yet to such a people the translated Bible may become 
not only, as everywhere, the source of spiritual bless- 
ing, but also the foundation of a future national liter- 
ature. There are probably at the present time not 
much less than a thousand men—missionaries, schol- 
ars, and others—engaged in increasing the number of 
translations, or amending those that already exist. 

(4) If the hundred and thirty millions of copies 
which the British Society has produced from its birth 
to the present time were all now in existence, they 
would supply /ess than one in ten of the estimated 
present population of the globe. 

These facts are surely their own appeal, without 
need of comment, for a more liberal and earnest sup- 
port of the Bible society—/vom a tract of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 


GEORGIA.—I attended two anniversaries in Decem- 
ber: those of the Rome and Barnesville Bible Socie- 
ties. The former was held in the Baptist Church. 
Short addresses were made by Rev. Geo. T. Goetch- 
ins, Rev.J. T. Gibson, and the District Superintendent. 
The annual meeting of the latter was held in the 
Methodist Church, Barnesville. 

I attended the North and South Georgia Confer- 
ences during the month. Both of these bodies passed 
resolutions memorializing the next General Confer- 
ence “to place the American Bible Society among 
those institutions which our people are expected and 
required to support by contributions of their means.’; 


Iowa.—I had the privilege of attending the anni- 
versaries of six auxiliaries this month. 

Morning Sun Bible Society always holds its annual 
meeting on Thanksgiving day. This is one of our 
best societies. It does its work faithfully and regu- 
larly. 

For the first time I spent a Sabbath with the society 
at College Springs. Though not situated on any line 
of railway, they have a good society at this place. 

Decatur County Auxiliary had held no meeting for 
seven years, and had sold all itsbooks. It has now 
been revived, good officers elected, a good stock of 
books purchased, and a donation made to the Parent 
Society besides. 


Kansas.—The second Sabbath of the month was 
spent with the Cheyenne County Auxiliary at St. 
Francis, the county seat. This is the extreme north- 
west town (and county) in the State. The annual 
meeting was held at 11 A. m. in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, the only church building in the town, and 
was participated in by all the church organizations in 
the place. The congregation was large and the col- 
lection good, and the reports show a healthy condi- 
tion of things in this auxiliary. 

Thursday night, December: r4th, the anniversary of 
the Norton County Bible Society was held in the 
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Christian Church at Norton. The following day was 
devoted to the transaction of the business of this 
society. The depository is well stocked with Bibles, 
and good work has been done. 

The annual meeting of the Leavenworth County 
Bible Society was held in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Leavenworth, on the third Sabbath. This 
society is one of the oldest in the State, and has done 
excellent work in the past. It has a wide field of use- 
fulness, and is well manned for future work. : 

The McPherson County Auxiliary held its anni- 
versary in the Baptist Church of McPherson, on Sun- 
day, December 31st. After an address by the District 
Superintendent, a Brother Joseph, from Persia, gave 
a brief testimony concerning the work of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society in that country. The meeting was 
very profitable. 


MICHIGAN AND WIsconsIN.—The children supplied 
with Bibles during the month of December through 
your Superintendent have been 307. Some of the 
local societies are doing excellent work along this 
line. Among the praiseworthy is Mineral Point, it 
having supplied during the year over one hundred 
destitute children with Bibles to call their own. The 
anniversary of this auxiliary was held on the third 
Sunday of the month, and was an occasion of much 
interest. The meeting was a union service of the 
churches. In spite of the storm, the large and beauti- 
ful Primitive Methodist Church was filled. 

The Waupun Auxiliary has made a good record. 
It is only a few years since this society was organized, 
and within its limited field has circulated during the 
year nearly three hundred copies of the word. 

Amid the financial distress there seems to be in- 
creased inquiry for the imperishable truth. 


MINNESOTA AND NoRTH AND SoutH DAkKoTA.—In- 
teresting Bible meetings have been held this month 
at Owatonna, Dundas, Northfield, Anoka, St. Cloud, 
and Mankato. 

In the Sunday school supply work there has been 
an increased demand for Bibles, and the requests have 
come mostly from mission Sunday schools. 


NEW JERSEY, DELAWARE, AND STATEN ISLAND. — 
The first Sabbath in the month was spent in the city 
of Trenton, N. J., with the Central and Green Street 
Methodist Episcopal Churches. The former consti- 
tuted their pastor, Rev. Dr. Moore, a life member of 
the American Bible Society. 

On the 6th of December*the anniversary of Essex 
County Auxiliary was held at South Park Presby- 
terian Church in Newark. The meeting was one of 
the best in recent years. A donation of $500 was 
made to the American Bible Society. Sales from the 
depository during the year amounted to nearly $400. 

The annual meeting of Union County Bible Society 
took place in Fulton Avenue Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Elizabeth, December 7th. Rev. Alex. Mc- 
Lean, D.D., Secretary of the American Bible Society, 
delivered the annual address. The sum of $600 was 
transferred to donation account, and ¢1oo donated 
directly. é 

On Sabbath, December toth, I presented the claims 
of the Society in the Broad Street and Union Meth- 
odist Episcopal Churches at Burlington, N.J. I re- 
ceived a cordial welcome, and very generous offerings 
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were made. Rev. J. Morgan Read, pastor of the 
Broad Street Church, was constituted a life member 
of the American Bible Society. 

T visited Trinity, Lutheran, and Union Methodist 
Episcopal Churches in Camden, N. J., on the third 
Sabbath in the month, and found large congregations 
manifesting much interest in our work. 

The last Sabbath of the month I was with the 
Methodist Episcopal Churches at Pointville and 
Wrightstown. The pastor, Rev. W. R. Wedder- 
spoon, a life member of the Society, is a most enthusi- 
astic worker for our cause, and he inspires his people 
with the same spirit. Their contributions are larger 
than last year. 


NORTH AND SouTH CARoLina.—The closing day of 
the old year I spent at Reidsville, N. C., where I 
preached in the Presbyterian Church in the morning, 
addressed its Sunday school on ‘“‘The Use of the 
Bible” in the afternoon, and held a union service at 
night—the annual meeting of the Bible society. 

During December I have had unusual demands for 
Bibles under our Sunday school supply, and, despite 
the “hard times’’ everywhere deprecated, my col- 
lections have been the largest of any single month 
since I have been engaged in the work. 


Ou10.—I attended and addressed six union meet- 
ings in December, two of them being in Union County 
on the last day of the year. The Greenfield and Vi- 
cinity anniversary was on the 3d, at which this society 
manifested its usual steady and abiding interest. 

The Paulding County Auxiliary held its meeting on 
Christmas eve, celebrating a most important canvass 
(nearly completed) of its entire territory in the county, 
consisting of seven townships. The county is com- 
paratively new, having about doubled in population 
since it was canvassed some ten years ago. 
agent’s report shows 3,413 families visited, 560 found 
destitute, and 444 supplied, and 55 individuals in 
addition. 


OREGON, WASHINGTON, IDAHO, MONTANA, AND 
Utrau.—The month of December was devoted to the 
Bible work in Western-Oregon. Sabbath, the 3d, I 
preached at the Christian Church in Roseburg in the 
morning. The annual meeting of the Douglas County 
Bible Society was held at the same church in the 
evening, the Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, and 
Christian Churches uniting in the services. Rev. R. 
B. Dillworth, of Astoria, and your District Superin- 
tendent addressed the meeting, which was largely at- 
tended and of more than ordinary interest. 

The annual business meeting of Benton County 
Bible Society was held at the office of the president, 
in Corvallis, on Saturday evening, the 16th. Sabbath 
morning, the 17th, I spoke at the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. In the evening a union Bible meeting 
was held at the Congregational Church—the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, the Evangelical Church, and the Congrega- 
tional ‘Church joining in the services. Short addresses 
were made at this meeting by Rev. P. A. Moses, Rev. 
H. Gould, Rev. W. C. Cantner, and your District 
Superintendent. 

Several of the societies visited have improved on 
the record of the previous year, both in sales and 
- collections, ; 


*. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


INCIDENTS OF BIBLE WORK AMONG THE 
MEXICANS OF ARIZONA. 


BY THE REV. R. C. ELLIOTT, PHGENIX, ARIZ. 


The Bible may be said to be the forerunner of the 
missionary, as the Baptist was the forerunner of the 
Christ. Every missionary in the field knows the 
value of this work. Where it enters interest is 
awakened, the way is opened, and some are brought 
under the sound of the gospel. It speaks in clearer 
terms than the missionary may command, and ap- 
peals to the conscience when the missionary may 
have forgotten that he ever sold that copy of the 
Scriptures. I have sold to those who never would 
hear me preach, and in places where I could never 
follow it except with my prayers. 

In connection with this important part of my work 
I give the following incident as a fair sample of the 
dense ignorance respecting the Holy Scriptures: In 
my visiting one day I entered a poor adobe, con- 
versed with the family upon religion, and inquired if 
they possessed a New Testament. They assured me 
that they had one, and handed me a volume of 
prayers to dead saints, which they firmly believed to 
be the word of God. 

We hear much to-day about Rome enlightening the 
people. Here is a sample: The wife of one of my 
members here was charged by one of the “ faithful ” 
with having apostatized. She replied that she was 
not yet a member, but was a believer in the doctrines 
and attended upon the services of the Methodist 
Church. “ But the Methodists are such wicked peo 
ple,” said this good Catholic. “ How can that be, 
when they believe and practice the Bible?” said 
Roumalda. ‘The Bible! the Bible!’’ exclaimed this 
devout Romanist of seventy years, “what is the 
Bible?” Roumalda invited her to her house and 
brought out the Bible, at the sight of which the old 
lady exclaimed in astonishment, “Why, it isa book!” 
“ Certainly it is a book,’’ was the reply; “it is God’s 
book; and now sit down and I will read it to you.” 
She sat and listened to the words of Jesus for some 
hours, and then departed with a very different opinion 
of what Methodists believe and are. 

On one occasion I promised to give a Gospel to 
every adult who came to a service in a poor part of the 
town. Many came and heard and carried home the 
precious treasure. Some time after I heard of a poor 
woman dying in that locality. Three times the priest 
had been to administer the last rites of his church, 
and each time she had persistently refused to see him. 
When I called she was rapidly sinking, and, imagining 
that I had come with the same object as the priest, 
she quickly made me understand that she had con- 
fessed her sins to God and needed no priest. I spoke 
to her of faith in Christ and hope toward God, and by 
signs she assured me that all was well. She died 
that night, and around her open grave next day I 
addressed. the largest congregation of Mexicans it 
was ever my privilege to address. How did it all 
come about? This secret disciple was one of those 


who had received a copy of the Gospel, and her son 


had purchased a New Jestament. 
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In another case we heard of a poor family anxious 
to see us who lived three miles away. We went and 
were cordially received. The children were called 
from their beds, a light brought, and all gathered 
about us to hear from the wonderful book called the 
Bible. The mother drank in every word with avidity, 
often repeating after us for fear of losing anything. 
As we were about leaving she inquired the price of 
the Bible and Testament (few know that they are 
bound together), gave me money for both, and as a 
proof of her sincerity brought out her Romish books, 
rolled them up together, and handed them to me 
with the statement that she had no further use for 
them. 

One morning I called upon a Spanish lady with 
my Bibles, and recognized in the lady who opened 
the door a teacher from the convent. I offered her 
the New Testament, but the fear of such a thing being 
known restrained her from buying it. She carefully 
examined the book and returned it, saying: ‘‘ I wish 
you would sell it to the adre ; we would like to hear 
more of this in his sermons instead of the stuff he 
gives us.” 

How these people love the word! How carefully 
they hide it from the priest or his spies! “Oh, what 
a good book!’ they say, as they roll it carefully up in 
their handkerchiefs and bury it in an inner pocket. 
They carry it wherever they go, study it in their spare 
moments, and sometimes I have found them reading 
it to little groups on the busiest street in town.— The 
Methodist Review of Missions. 


A SAILOR’S BIBLE. 


On the voyage of the “ Lord Canonbury ” from the 
Philippine Islands to England, a sailor, twenty-one 
years of age, fell from the mizzen top-gallant cross- 
tree to the deck and was fatally injured. Capt. 
H— gently told the lad that recovery was impos- 
sible, and tenderly asked what he could do for him 
in his last moments. The dying boy pointed to his 
chest and asked for his Bible, the gift of his mother, 
and placing his finger on the fly-leaf gasped, ‘Oh, 
sir, please read.” With eyes wet with tears Capt. 
H—- read the following: ‘‘May 16, 1884, my dear 
 Joe’s 18th birthday. Stick to this Bible, Joe, and never 
forget to read it. Let it always be your guide. 
When you read it think of your poor mother, who is 
always praying for her Joe. But thanks be to God 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Cor. xv., 57.) That I may know him and 
the power of his resurrection. (Phil. iii., 10.)” 

As the above was read the picture in the forecastle 
was very impressive. As the sailors crowded about 
the lad’s side they wept aloud, for tender-hearted 
sailors are sympathetic. Joe begged the captain to 
send the Bible to his mother in Hartlepool and tell 
her of his death, and—best of all—that he believed in 
a risen Saviour. = 

In due time Capt. H— carried out this request 
to the letter, testifying to the mother that her earnest 
prayers in her son’s behalf had been answered. 
Mothers’ Bibles have a potent power, and many a 
sailor has been brought to the Master’s feet as he has 
read the writing on the fly-leaf of his mother’s Bible. 
—The Sailors’ Magazine. 
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A MAN in Japan with a heart full of resentment is 
on his way to injure one whom he regarded as having 
done him a great wrong. He stops at the house of a 
Christian friend. As they part, the friend, knowing 
nothing of the object of his journey, gives him a Bible. 
Not long after, the man opens the book and reads, 
“Judge not, that ye be not judged,’’ His conscience 
is troubled ; he gives up his purpose of revenge; he 
continues to read, and in due time he accepts Christ 
as his Master. 
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New York, February 15th, 1894. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House on Thursday, February ist, 
1894, Theophilus A. Brouwer, Esq., Vice-President, 
in the chair. 

The religious services were conducted by the Rev. 
Howard Duffield, D.D., of New York. 

The Rev. Andrew M. Milne, the Society’s Agent in 
South America, was present and received the cordial 
greetings of the Managers. 

In the correspondence from foreign lands presented 
to the Board, and forming the basis of its action, were 
letters from the Bible Societies’ Committee for Japan 
and from individual members of that Committee; 
from the Rev. J. R. Hykes, of Shanghai, the newly 
appointed Agent for China; from the Rev. C. W. Kil- 
bon, of Natal, asking for a new supply of Zulu Testa- 
ments; from Rev. H. C. Tucker, of Rio de Janeiro, 
whose colporteurs are carrying on their work in 
Brazil with but slight interruptions in consequence of 
the rebellion of the navy; from Mr. Penzotti, of 
Callao, making preparations to remove his family to 
his new field in Central America; from Mr. George 
H. Prince, of St. Petersburg, with recent intelligence 
from Russia; and from the Swiss and German Con- | 
ferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church in respect _ 
to Bible distribution within the bounds of those Con- _ 
ferences. * ‘ 

On recommendation of the Committee on Distribu- 
tion, grants of Bibles, Testaments, and Portions were _ 
made to the value of about $2,674, including $1,000 — 
for colportage in the United States and grants of 
Spanish Scriptures for distribution by the Society’s 
colporteurs in Yucatan, of Zulu Testaments to the 
Mission of the American Board in South Africa, and 
of the Scriptures in Benga to the Gaboon and Cprisco 
Mission of the Presbyterian Board for West Africa. 
Funds to the amount of $3,000 were also granted for 
work in Russia. pete 

The issues from the Bible House in January were — 
77,289 volumes; issues since April 1st, 1893, 879,896 
volumes, : - 
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OUR TENANTS. 

The erection of the Bible House in 1853 made it at 
conce a centre and rallying point for various forms of 
rmissionary effort which were reaching out through 
cour land and around the wide world. New facilities 
Wwere given to the American Bible Society for the 
tmanufacture of its books, and for its work in other 
Ilands ; and at the same time its commodious rooms 
sand ample space attracted to its hospitable walls 
¢other organizations of kindred aims. Thither came 
éat once three societies which now for forty years have 
tbeen sheltered under its roof: the American Home 
I Missionary Society, the American Board of Commis- 
ssioners for Foreign Missions, and the Board of Mis- 
‘sions of the Protestant Episcopal Church. Other 
‘societies came in later, such as the American Sunday 
‘School Union, the Congregational Church Building 
‘Society, the New York Sabbath Committee, the 
. American and Foreign Christian Union, the Evangel- 
jical Alliance, the New York Association for Improving 
| the Condition of the Poor, and the American Mission- 
;ary Association. These names indicate the variety 
| of beneficent work which has been planned and car- 
‘ried into effect during this long period. 

On the first day of the new year the Episcopal 

Board of Missions relinquished their suite of rooms in 
the Bible House and took possession of the Church 
Missions House, a new and spacious building erected 
for their use on the corner of Fourth Avenue and 
Twenty-second Street ; and in alluding to the removal 
The Spirit of Missions says: 
We cannot take our final leave of the Mission 


Rooms in the Bible House without a touch of senti= 


ment. Through a period of more than twoscore 
years men have been wont to meet there and take 
counsel together. Missionaries returning from their 
distant fields have turned their steps thither when 
they reached New York; there the offerings of the 
faithful have been gathered and disbursed; devoted 
and often anxious workers have wrought there; daily 
prayers have been offered and the very place has been 
consecrated. It is associated with hallowed mem- 
ories through all these years in which the Board has 
occupied it. We recall these things at the present 
time with a feeling of deep gratitude to God; nor 
would we fail to acknowledge the considerate kind- 
ness which has been uniformly shown toward this 
society during all this long period by the American 
Bible Society, whose tenants we have been. 

The departure of our friends to their new home 

was followed by a letter addressed to one of the Sec- 
retaries of the Bible Society by Dr. Langford, in which 
he says: 
_ It affords me very great pleasure to convey to you 
the information that at the last meeting of our Board 
of Managers I was formally requested to address a 
letter to the American Bible Society expressing the ap- 
preciation of the members of our Board of the pleasant 
relations so long existing between the two Societies, 
and the constant courtesy, during a period of forty 
years, that has been extended to this Board, its com- 
ittees and officers. _ 
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In making the foregoing statement I have expressed 
the sentiments we all entertain, and which we sought 
te convey to our church people at large in the first 
article of the current number of Zhe Spirit of Mis- 
sions, a copy of which I send with this letter. 

At the same time we officers unite in the strongest 
assurances of personal regard for you and your co- 
workers, and regret exceedingly the cessation of our 
daily intercourse caused by our removal to the 
Church Missions House. 

The fathers have passed away, and no one survives 
who had to do with the administration of affairs at 
the Bible House in 1853; but those who are now in 
office there recall with great satisfaction the genial 
courtesy of Dr. Denison, Bishop Hare,and Dr. Duane, 
the magnetic enthusiasm of Dr. Twing, and the uni- 
form kindness of their successors. Able men also, 
conspicuous in financial and business circles, like Mr. 
Frederick S. Winston and Mr. James M. Brown, have 
been prominent in the management of both Societies ; 
and other churchmen, bishops and clergy, have been 
hearty co-workers with the Society in translating and 
disseminating the Scriptures in our own land and in 
mission fields. 

The platform adopted by the founders of the 
American Bible Society in 1816 was broad enough to 
secure the co-operation of all who believed that the 
Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments ought 
to be circulated in all lands and read by all men; ana 
it is a satisfaction to have so many benevolent, philan- 
thropic, and missionary organizations brought into 
close contiguity around the Book which is given for 
the enlightenment and salvation of mankind. 


Deceased Directors. 


Rey. Tryon Edwards, D.D., Detroit, Mich. 
Rey. Wm. W. Newell, Paris, France. 

Rey. John P. Gulliver, D.D., Andover, Mass. 
Rev. Pliny F. Sanborne, Elmira, N. Y. 


Deceased Members. 


Rey. Horatio Q. Butterfield, D.D., Olivet, Mich. 
Rey. John W. Clinton, Vinton, Lowa. 
Rey. William F. Lauck, Beaver, Pa. 
_ Rev. Thomas K. Fessenden, Farmington, Ct. 
Rey. Samuel F. Co!t, M.D., Wysox, Pa. 
Rev. Alexander Nelson, D.D., Delaware, Ohio. 
Rey. Henry 8. Osborn, LL.D., Oxford, Ohio. © 
Robert A. Young, Cameron, Mo. 
Henry Collins, Lake City, Minn. 
Bryce Stewart, Clarksville, Tenn. 
John P. Blake, Granville, Ill. 
Mrs. Horatio 8. Brown, New York. 
James Skipton, New York. 
Elisha Doolittle, Lincoln, Neb. 
Alfred North, Berlin, Ct. 
Mrs. Nancy E. Crawford, Peotone, III. 
Mary A. Buckingham, Huntington, Ct: 
George Coles, Troy, Ohio. 
Seth H. Mead, Peekskill, N. Y. 
Mrs. Anna M. Johnson, Coeyman’s, N.Y. 
Evan W. Davies, Neath, Pa. 
Lucius M. Smith, Vischer’s Ferry, N. Y. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for 
the month of December, 1893. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 21 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited. weer error reoernene 17 


28 
Anniversaries attended... .sseeeeeees aibieteaelne sontaaleeatees 63 
New Societies and Committees forMed......csseseves 7 
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Value of books distributed gratuitously... 
$25 20 


Contributions received.....sssseceeeses 


seen 


Volume 39. 


$132 92 
$602 62 


Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 187 
se = vellod. soy of tal Gisby care eee aaa Syed Summary of 65 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
iles trave on Official duty.. j “ : ; . 
Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $1,700 "9 ties, received in January, 1894: 
Receipts from sales in twelve MONEHS.... ss cseeeveee $3,353 06 
Summary of Bible Distribution in December by zz Receipts from oalleoeaes and Romatien) Ree rene a 
y 0, ‘ Paid American Bible Society on book‘account...... 
Colporteurs and 15 County Agents reporting. Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 4,952 57 
Colporteurs. Co.Ag’ts. Expended on their own fields.......cecsescssvseseevers 847 79 
DAH OL SOTVIGE (sv erceieeie visielele versiele\erersieineauteres 195 865 Value of DOOKS GOMAted......csccsesecvecvecvecsseeces 322 85 
Miles travelled...... craemeese eae ress eens 1,994 2,674 Value of stock on hand at date......ccsseseeeeeeeeeee 6,108 OF 
Families visited Dy them ...cccccsscsescvecees 2,591 11,581 No.of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 8 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 651 659 Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ 8 
Families supplied by sale or gift.......+.006 433 449 Families visited by theM........ccscsoveccessssecvcean 1,805 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 238 898 Families found destitute.....cccscccccsececerececceces 134 
Number iol DOOKS BOI, .csiivicessk verinereeede 1,290 618  Destitute families supplied...... itis cimacaih oldte'ne o'e Slersrointers 115 
Value of books sold.......... vesigeSneuar GeO 40) aoa ie Destitute individuals supplied in addition.........+0. 152 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 370 712 Sabbath and other schools Supplied. ....ssseseceeseees 4 
RECEIPTS IN JANUARY, 1894, Williams, Rey. Daniel, Bancroft, GEORGIA— Continued. 
LOW dicsimrente derbies ove oo oacree aeons $5 00 Snow Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch. South... $5 00 
are $517 18 Vineland, Meth. Ep. Ch. South....... 3 00 
ee a No CHURCH COLLECTIONS. ILLINOIS. 
Baker, Se A., late of Wash- ; ALABAMA, Delevan, Pres. Sunday School........ 2 78 
INGtOD D.C. .ccvcvsscesccceserecsssioe $141 56 Pe Rirkwo0o0d, PROBoODscirecseeces, es ccn0s 5 00 
Bradish, Mary, late of New York..... 228 50 Aahanis Come Meth. Kp.Oh; Boke ee ies St. Clair County, Sunday Schools.... 8 94 
Dunning, Virgil W., late of Waway- ARKANSAS. 
Pir claON Ab RN AER dada 10000 Austin, Meth. Ep. Oh. South......... 200 ; Sea 
Eells, Rey. Ozias, late of Johnson- Batesford Mission, M.E.Ch.South., 110 Carles City, Cong. Ch......-.+.+-+00s 20 50 
a ape oe . a ae 4 = ; oe 50 00 Gainesville, Meth, Ep. Ch. South...... 1 00 LOUISIANA. 
ealy, Oliver G., late of Sou - ' Holly Grove, Meth. Ep. Ch. South..... 2 00 5 —— 
PAGUGH, MAB6. ons. encsuescs sewers 52 681 86 _Lockesburg, Meth. Ep. Ch. South..... C0 a Ge ee fe 
Shae Patience V., late of Day- oe Mountain Valley Mission, Meth. Ep. ease Meth Ep. Ch. South ae eau 2 00 
ENOL, LOWS: Ieise sees csesescnetenens Ch Southaeesmertee: . «acer teteees <o 8 50 1 Py Sans .. ace mesa P 
Putnam, Silence, late of Sutton, Mass. | 1,204 15 Mammoth Spring Station, Meth. Ep peter nn ie, tie iy = 
es Ch. South | Ptaemajcttnis’ 6s acclsiare veisinstelwlare'e 8 00 Monroe, Meth. Ep. Ch. South......... 499 
$3,200 57 = Mountain View, Meth. Ep. Ch. South. 80 Oak Ridge, Churches.............0.008 17:20 
Oakland Mission, M. E. Ch, South.... 
GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS. Richinond, Metal. Ch. South dst Boa aguante: Bee RE a 
Barkley, M.B., Matteawan, N. Y..... $2000 Zuckerman & Jacksonport, Meth. Ep. aoe RAS 
Branch, Rey. F. A., Fort Valley, Ga. 5 00 CU. BOWE acess = <sivvoeniestaieain’ 5 00 Baltimore, Maryland Ave. Pres. Sun- d 
Bickley, Rey. C. T., Riddleyille, Ga.. 100 Union, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.......... 120 day {School=c5.ceeee ee 310 9 
Buell, J. F., Union, Neb....... aegis 1 00 West Searcy, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.... 2 50 
Collection at Anchorage, Ky......... 425 Washington, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.... 2 85 ce AED, 
Collection at Simpsonville, Ky....... 17 33 eons Fall River, First Cong. Ch....... .... 10 00 
Cofer, Rey. M. J., Gainesville, Ga.... 24 00 ¥ Housatonic, Meth, Ep. Ch............. 1 0U 
Cheatham, Capt. J. W., Wadley, Ga.. 509 Los Angeles, First Pres. Ch........... 15.60) -Lowett, Kivk St. Cline. eee. secoeees 18 WO 
Children of Audubon, Iowa........., 3 80 San Jose, Meth. Ep. Ch. South........ 30 00 Springfield, Hope Ch.........cscesese 150 
Children of Grand Junction, Iowa... 8 21 COLORADO. Olivet Ch.....555.5...8255- 1 00 
oe 3 earls ee : Boulders Cones Clive... secvseeeeneecueet 8 61 MINNESOTA. 
Guildred we Golees epiiaan Iowa. pgp oe eae Tabernacle eee Beardsley, Meth, Ep. Sunday School. 2 50 
Clark, Mrs. J. H., dee ses i BCHO Glo Nee cascce es Lia 42% Graceville, Cong. Sunday School..... 100 
ates aa Ds Capastota,N.Y.. 19 00 CONNECTICUT. ae a "Pron Suinee eae : be 
ollections by Colporteurs..... ..... 25 20 Bri Washington M - — 
Denney, Mrs.E.M, Ashland, Oreg00; 100 BD Che essccercsc cece 1600 Minneapolis, Stewart Memorial Pres. 
Dowman, Rey. C. E., Savannah, Ga.. 10 00 New London, First Ch. of Christ ..... 8 30 Pesta hata ie Re Sas ip tn 6 oe 
B..P. Py Allersiie, lowa.......0c0csss08 5 00 Norwich, Greenville Cong, Ch........ 5 09 pabve cle, ee ee poly $1 60m 
“Friends " Poughkeepsie, N.Y...... 10000 Southport, Cong. Ch......... kee Le Be Rhy haiaeteneiebeiie or 
Gallaher, W. A., Macon, Ga........... 1 00 Trumbull, Cong. Ch.......... wanes tate 9 80 Bebe visit, Gong. Sunday BAnOOL 7s 80 
“H,A.L.,” Colorado, Wi8...... 60... 500  Palesville, Meth. Ep.Ch........... aie map Gini eae ee ees 2 ot 
Hills, Clarissa, Nashua, N.H........., 5 00 FLORIDA. ee ry ae 2 coe 
Higley, Able L., New Windsor, Ill... 100 kia S ae dower City, Pres. Sunday School..... 109 
Jones, Rey. Walter C. & Wife, Ca- Te ee aaa oe paseo : 50 "MISSISSIPPI 
TNUILAN CON cone ror et Cormeen 7 50 GEORGIA. : 
Kiersted, Maria A., New York....... 8000 Athens, Pres, Ch......... weaVreememeent 8 60 ae was ks er ae ee Spe 
Lambdin, Wm. N., Washington, D, C, 100 Attapulgus Cireuit, Meth, Ep. Ch. hearned. Men =) >. Ch. ke ne a 
Latham, E.L Bloomington, il...... 100  BoUtBscosrcessevve5+.ssevecaesaceaus 250 Meridian, Central M.E. Ch. South... 15 26 
Lemke, August F., Milwaukee, Wis.. 40 Allentown Mission, M.E. Ch. South. 1.00 « "West End M.E.Ch. South. _8 00 
“LB,” New York City.............. 200 Camilla Circuit, Meth. Ep.Ch.South. 100 “ Bast EndM.E.Ch. South. 12 00 
Magruder, W. W., Starkville, Miss... 80.00 Colquitt Mission, M..Ch.South.... 260 Macomb Gity, Meth. Ep. Ch. South... 5 00 
MEV ay DALGETE LOX, .s00. scene ven 2 00 Cairo Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch. South... 4 50 Okolona. Meth E ch oetn sine 
Pedro, Joseph H., New York.......... 500 Decatur Mission, M.E. Ch. South... 180 Reartingion, Sa SR OW SOK a a 
Rogers, El F., Branford, Ct.......... 8000 Elberton, Meth. Ep. Ch.South.......- 285 Raleigh Meth. Ep Ch Soath vo 
Scholl, Rey. Henry T., Big Flats, N.Y. 800 Hast Macon, Meth. Ep. Ch. South ,.., 3 50 Tan oA M ‘ith oe Ch a appr uu 
Strong, Mrs.£.B.,Woodbourne,N.Y. 8 00. Elko Cirouit, Meth. Ep. Ch. South... 800 qparren, Meth. Bp. ch ROUEN a eee ae 
“Smoke,” Wapinitia, Oregon........ 1000 Florence Circuit, M. E. Ch. South.,., 3 30 SOP ihtscs heats pce “a 
Todd, Mrs. Rosa P., Newark, N. J.... 500 Homerville Circuit, M. E. Ch. South.. 200 MISSOURI. 
Union Bible Mecting, South Rosa, Jacksonville, Meth. Ep. Ch. South..., 100 Blackburn, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. ... 100 
CAL. .ceceecsseceesecseesesreesessvees 8000 Lumber City, Meth. Ep. Ch. South... 550 Charleston, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... 100 
Voorihas, Van C., Catskill, N. Y...... 890 Moultrie Mission, M. E. Ch. South.., 500 Carthage, Meth. Ep. Ch. South 250 
Walker, Robert, Clinton, Ill........... 1060 Miller Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch. South., 100 Fredericktown, Meth. Ep. Ch. South. 620. 
Winthrop, Robert, Boston, Mass..... 2500 Pelham Circuit, Meth. Ep.Ch. South. 250 Lexington, Meth. Ep. Ch South ae 8 90 
Wheeler, J. H., Charleston, 8. C.,.... 500 Statenville Mission, M. E. Ch. South, 5 00 a h. Ep. Ch va 2 00 


Maplewood, Meth. Ep. Ch. South..... 


West Texas Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch..... 


Dickinson Co., KS........ PS 


‘February, 1894. BrsLE Society ReEcorD. 29 
MISSOURI— Continued. WES? VIRGINIA. i 
St Louis, West Pres. Ch.............55 $8 80 Parkersbur “ee ho Donation. on Account. 
Triplett, Meth. Ep. Ch. South......... 7 00 a i OSS a $4025 Darlington Co., 8. C......... $83 00 
Meth. Ep. Ch, South... 812. Darlington Bible Com., 19 08 
NEBRASKA, Elmore Co., Ala 75 
pmerankin, Cone. Ghose. <ccicre.clecdcs 6 48 Wee Escambia Co. Ala AEN de 19 53 
Oak Hill, Cong. Sunday School....... 53 Banton, Meth. Ed, Chien cciaineessni ones 5 00 KE! Paso Co., Gol, A eee 50 00 
. Syracuse, Cong. Sunday School .... 83 Brandon, Meth, Ep. Ch......0......55 6 85 Edwards Co, Ill.... 27 6) 
NEW JERSEY. a Mo ae Amanaie ceacromeee 1 16 Emmet Co., lowa 11 10 
Por #385 . lammond, Meth. Ep.Ch,............. {eO0in | CVE Coma S tac veeaaesnemanieer 380 00 
De irc ce oe aA arias i “ La Cross, First Cong. Ch. & Sunday " Essex Co., Nee vette sete $700 00 Z 
Sem OR Wa Minin wan CpeaubreenicetaKwane cect 7 58 Franklin Bible Com., Ark.. 6 35 
NEW YORK. Mondovi, Meth. Ep. Ch.............008 2 00 Fremont Co:, Col... ss. cwesie 2 85 
Bergen, Meth. Ep. Ch..........c000..-- 2 C0 Spencer, Meth. Ep. Ch...........cece08 2 00 Franklin Co., Mass...,...... 41 15 
Bloomingdurg, Meth. Ep. Ch... 10 00 Jace Gurdon'Coy, ATKs.cpns ence 8 0 
Central Bridge, Reformed Ch... 2 00 $1,448 68 Garland Co., Ark... 28 82 
Canisteo, First Pres. Ch. .. 2 32 Gadsden Co., Fla. AST 12 18 
Howe's Cave, Reformed Ch... 12 59 AUXILIARY SOCIETIES, Saree me BRAP SOUR aa Oa She 
Hamilton, First Meth. Ep. Ch 8 00 Fy ; Grand Junction, Lowa...... 50 a4 95 
Hudson, Reformed Ch.. : Saas as 35 a as Dunston, on Nocgen ReBuRE HS CO LOW A: deme nerei it 
Kenmore, Ch. Collection...-......-... 200 Atkins, Ark......... Ee coke oe ae 
New York, Broadway Tabernacle Ch. 10 00 Ashley Co. Nite naam: " 20 Seen ge ONO nna crash pov’ ae 
Oswego Centre, Meth. Ep. Ch..... ... 500 Alameda & Contra Costa, ; Greenville Com 8. C.ssee aa 
Rochester, First Meth. Ep. Ch........ Syed ans Caliente AR. Ear reaper Ss oe 
* Gs Crorcistsralelt sreiarel sie Disicreisiniereislene 10 00 
NORTH CAROLINA. ge et hees ooo eee 2 10 25 00 Grant: CO B.D ceciecweessce 80 00 
Ashborough, Meth. Ep. Ch. South... ENSURE "gaa yA oh ie 6 $10 00... 29." © Giles Gon Tentad® 40 11 
Fayetteville, Pres. Chs..............065 1495 Anoka Co sean) miele -<. 819 ye Green Co., Wis... 205 11 40 
High Point, Meth. Ep. Ch. South. .... S00 “Aentabula Cou Ohion ccc. - as Grant Co., Wis...... oe 23 92 
Mattamuskeet, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. 200 AgisncesOnhin 10 34 A 53 Howard Co., Ark... aoe 14 85 
Worwood, Meth. Ep. Ch. South........ A000 Boone COmarid bee 3 a Hall Co., Ga........ asin 25 40 
North Carolina Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. HasecdeeenGe - 5 Henry Co., Ill.. 9 45 
South, Sunday Schools.............. AL) ene oces oy a Hamilton Co ML. ° 30 18 
West North Carolina Conf., Meth. Ep. Breathitt Co K es 9 FS Hamilton Co., Ind. vee 20 00 
Ch. South, Sunday Schools Scnawnce 45 08 Battle Cheek Meh. es oy gIOUUOR, Ear esreceie tees s ae pels 
ees Bay Co., Mich........ be Pink ©, ee nl care nN cake 
Crab Apple, Pres. Ch.......c0e..08 «s- gine arto; Mins 852 5843 Haywood Co., Tenn. 
Centreville, Meth. Ep. Ch. Becker Co., Minn..... ate 1458 Hempstead Powe e ae 
Elyria, First Cong. Ch...... bc Burchard, Neb: <0. ---<2.--s.- 28 85 canis Go. Miche ol eee : 
Martin’s Ferry, Meth. Ep. Ch......... Brown Co., NeD........0000 18 68 Tenorson Co aie eae 
Brooklyn City, N. Y......... 308 00 200 0 eee | 
OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. Burlington Bible Com.,.N. C. 83 72 oe ee 
Mme Pres. Chel... bolcktccccecn Buncombe Co., N. C......... 8 v1 Aig Cn GE 
Oklahoma Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch...... Belmont Co., Obio........... Siiee eee SE ad 
Bainbridge & Vic., Ohio..... oy ae epee 
OREGON, Blacksburg Bible Vom.,§. C. Pac pr aise Mes 
, vo 
Eugene City, United Brethren Ch.... Barneveld Welsh, Wis....... 33 00 Aas ae a RS 
eat t eas Clark Co., ATK. .....cc00c0ees LS eer ne ee 
Bradford, First Meth. Ep. Ch......... California........ ‘ 7 2,900.00 Kent Co., Mich........ 
Phitadeiphia, Kensington First Pres. Ponaee, a Sr a Ling gy Kandiyohi Co., Minn... 
Are sistcisiee SE STs Cee Dea Oe ae Kenosha Co., Wis...... : 
Shickshinny, Meth. Ep. Ch College Springs, Iowa. 6 52 Lonoke & Viéw Ark..cce.s-- 
Chickasaw Co., Iowa.. 13:26) sacimoncoeol ; 
SOUTH CAROLINA. Chetopa, Ke). ...scse6e aa S)00samaTy Hea De 
 SALLETC Os, Ul yerate acsia cele uisielels 
REESE TOS. Cll... cgoncotevcoseeseeeee Cheyenne Co., Ks............ 5 00 24 82 Leavenworth Co., Ks 
Cokesbury, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... Caldwell, KS. sssecesocy ose 81 Toulayilld. & View Ky Bee 
Dartington, Meth. Ep. Ch. South..... Cloud Cos Kai ..scscmnsancsss 2 00 (epanone Vide Ky ee 
Baperase Pres. Cli, os. .0s0i0s26s5000-320 Caldwell Co., Ky. .......0++- 7606 Licking Co., Ohi0.... ».-.+ 
Jonesville, Meth. Ep. Ch. South....... Caddo Parish, La.... * Lbl winpeview tones 
Lownsville, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... Cass Co., Mich............ 4245 . La Fayette Co., Wis......-.. 
Mayesville, Salem Church. ........... Cottonwood Co., Minn ..... 89 65 Mobile savage SO ee: 
North Laurens, Meth. Ep. Ch. South. 440 Concordia, Mo......... . 2365 Macon Co., Ga 5 00 
Pendleton, Pres. Ch...c..eceeccecee eee Cass Co., Mo....... , Montgomery Co., Mll.. .....- 13 00 
Richburg, Meth. Ep. Ch. South....... ae ie pies sens Mercer Co., Il Kone 1000007 E58 
p ape May Co., N. J.. i : 
SL SUSU Columbia, N. Y...... 100 00 Fie cnet & Vic., lowa.. * 
PRFOORIN GE ET CSoOD..c cweddacesstsseseee Chautauqua Co., N.Y. Madison Co., Ind............ 80 12 
Dakota, Meth. Ep. Ch...... Sore Craven Coy N..C...0.0ccr00e McPherson Co., KS.......... : 101 18 
TENNESSEE. Clyde & Vic., Ohio........... 18 1L MAiN€.......sesceseceerersee-s 24 73 
Memphis Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. South rica & Franklin > oe es Bric, ACH OS nee a 
castes tot emer. Sehncree AT Vilas sem eeiscamades ; i 
Re. pts. Ch TEXAS. Covington Female, Ohio... Monroe Co., Mich........... 10 17 
heater ches = seeeeee teeereeee testes Cincinnati Young Men’s, O. Macon Bible Com., Mo...... 8 15 
‘Bast ey Gout, Mees p Cie Chester Coni60@% oct esse 0 Monmouth Co., N. J.......-. 258 73 
” Clavendon Co., &.C.... : Montgomery Co., N. Y..... 120 00 
South. ........-eeeceeeeee sigeves avers Charleston, 8.C..... Monroe Co., N. Y.....-- sae 100500 
Greenwich, Pres. ae sete Columbia, Tex.... .. Mockville Bible Com., N. C 50 
German Mission Conf., met Ep. ch. Decatur, Alasevensccm tae Moore Col; Nix©-ceeaeaeonPens 14 §2 
BR SOUtN.....y5.° +e~s nethougeseco0s trae De Kalb Co., Ala............ Marion €0., 8. C......... oc 15 00 
hogh Texas Gon? Meth. eile Dothan, Ala.....---++++- seags McKenzie & Vic., Tenn..... 42 83 
: ‘Dp. - Delaware Co., Del........... Madison Co., Tenn..... crm 8 18 
OMG eeeialeainaninenie ewan re hieieee wer Douglas Co., Tl......0.. 5.006 Mineral Point, Wis....... .. 49 OL 
“San Marcos, Meth. Ep. Ch. South Delaware Co., Ind........... Mifflin Welsh, Wis..........+ 4000 15 30 
_ Sunday School...............-eeee ee Dunlop & Vic., Iowa...... ee Nevada Co., Ark........ p0900 2 44 
‘Texas Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. South.... Decatur Co., lowa........... 10 08 Nickerson Co., K8........... 6 %5 
Texas Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch........... Dickinson Co., Iowa......... Norton Co., Ks.........+ apenas 5 87 84 


Newport & Vic., Ky.........  B8000 22 45 


| WASHINGTON. Dade Co., Mo.. Northfield, Mass....... 14 16 
, Meth. Ep. ote Paseeaeae Durham Co., N. New Bedford, Mass.. 4 86 
t, Meth. ee Go Oca EeeOredcoS Delaware Co. Ohio........ New Hampshire..... Ser cdiadon 1,501 33 
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y Credited 
Credited Credited Credited Credited Pop aber ign aurete I 
as Donation. on Account. as Donation. on Account. Ge EE $35 28 
NEW AY OL. ys cnceaesens ngewe $860°97 Pratt Co. Ks...c.cscecoseooet I Sa a0 pea Pee 24a 
Niagara Co. N. Y..seeeseees $200 00 9743 Park College, Mo...........+ $10 00 Seymour eas i § 68 12 a 
New York Female....... say 119 Pittsburg Welsh, Pa........ 7 00 Syracuse - e seeeeee 100 00 
North East, Pa........0..0.5 d 804  Pennsylvania.......... “ 2,474 80 Salem Co., N. eee 54 10, 
Nashville, Tenn... 858 03 Panhandle, T6X:..cssccs0vees 16 95 Sullivan Co., N. ae aviewsts 15 OG 
Osborne Co.,, Ks... 27:78 Rogers Bible Com., Ark..... 1 00 St. Lawrence ee és teens . 10 CO 
OehRe CO. Kidives.cacevsauces 97 Richland O67 Ubssswses. seed ; 25 00 Salem Township, Ms O..s.06 ne 
Oktibbeha Co., Miss......... 1 2% Randolph Co,, Ill.........++- 839 %B Sandusky Co., hig os 
Orange: Cols Na Micsacnret ver 8,000 00 Rush Co,, Ind.......... oat 52 02 Salem and Van ert 0. ne ae 
Oswego Coy Nu Y..ccscecseee 29 44 RMGLASVUG, Wir Csasscessseciens 7 52 59 Welsh, ONTO, ox cjaeespeerene =e 
Otsego Co., N. Y....... war 5 Radnor Welsh, Ohio......... 45 00 Scioto Co., Ohio....... ae ine 
Oberlin & Vic., Ohio.. ed 73 69 Rocky Creek, 8.6 i... sees 7 80 Talladega Co., Ala..... 500 
OLERON:, «waren too Neeee ee 156 61 Rapid Olby, SiDy cccere «sy seus 4 66 Taylor Co., Ga...... os fi 
Oconto’ Co. Wiss esetsenenwes 15 00 Rutherford Co., Tenn....... 45 00 Tazewell Co., Ill.... wai ta 
IPCUBA COLA; HUB. ce ccinawaieeente 5 00 ROCE ©0s, Witness sis csiviels 84 57 Tipton Co., Tenn.........0¢ onal 
Hleree, CO Waivecadereieas ve 15 €9 Springdale, Ark... vet Timpson Bible Com., Tex... ea 
Peoria Conese sy tee 45 56 Sharon, Ct........ 25 00 UA Tarrant Co., Tex .......606+ . °0 08! 
Park Co., Ind... 18 01 Savannah, Ga...... 900 Thornton & Vic., Ind ....... fe oa 
Posey Co., Ind %8 20 Social Circle, Ga 10 40 Utica & Vic. Welsh, N.Y... 100 0 “sa 
Parkersburg, lowa 19 22 Sagamore Co,, Ill.. 1200 ‘Vermont: siaswcicvsvessscone ; eat on 
Palo Alto Co., Iowa 25 60 9 28 Shelby Co., Tl..... 60 00 VirginiassacsietedeossseresenW 7 
Powesheik Co., Iowa........ 65 88 Bt: 'Clair Cov; allisece.< scares 56 19 White Co:, Atk, (sc. ctuceene eae 
Pottawatomie, Iowa........ ; 10 80 St. Joseph Co., Ind.......... 17 08 Walker Cog GOisn.0cccsdewis 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
Income Sal Returns 
Church | _ Gifts Gitte | chloe of ae from | ported by |, {°° _ | Miscetlane- Total Total 
Legacics. | Collec- | from Aux-| from Indi- Besmd aly oetneal Perpetual | “Foreign erent | naa Transfers.| Cash. 
tions, iliaries. viduals, Donnteds fone eteses ‘Agents. Sasi 
$ $ 
Cash ......| 3,200 57 | 1,443 68 | 5,969 66 517 18 290 10 509 26 624 82 Reais ates 1% 12,556 52 
Transfers. Bong 50 00 767 13 we i eee 77 72 ere wa 264 67 wirets 15 50 1,175 82 
a 
Orn AT XI LArd es saris eases c gates 0 Se te eae or see arecan Pete eer MERIT crak oso ester tttc mere ornate 561 21 21,201 9 { 
pee DUO: TTAIGs es sine caioaegehcadiagunad leu’ sos caos ote teem tans att oe Tame oe ee Ce a ee 182 67 2,910 03 
Recs ALON TA es racissioceeeen te 2,491 00° 
“ee 1,7 5S 
ai LntercstrOnwAVailable’ PlinUsieemer ai vate breeer ame cco eae tiem coe een ee 1,581 13 
“Trust Funds—Fitch Shepard Bible Fund.................... aev ae RCS Saha o fs raha Orermticolate sere as Sere 500 
Sk Dalry e Legacy: Tiioonionieg cede tet ns naa nda cae ROMNedes aoe cote mame secee ee, Ge aaah >, 20 
See Stk ing yur eAGCoUn ten Aaeadeceh so MU Nen Oe a ra tukian He ORI iiss SARIS SEE sevens 168 
“ British and Foreign Bible Society..........2..0-sccecnsseeece er ; Y 
Re cee Et a,c a eden ae, ene 
“ Sundries. ; 


Pape te Pelee! ste1¥ 6 8105 e'a'e) sieves! sie! w eTWinmjarwroluiay@ies%0) aT eetalarenave ee! «:4vWin/ate'ale@Nwvaln.», ora kis araletornlalet@hereihl eres ie miereatetteterciereraiie 


From Depository : . ; ’ 2 3 * fs 
Value Books Re age aan ee 18,829 59° 
Retail REE cainen esas ROEM SREIe Noda oe 
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Credited Credited Daniels, Rey. M. F., New Lexington, RIEDTAIS. cvileehinevivirelsisisiiv ee siesiisie cinerea $2,491 00 


as Donation. on A . 
PWilkes Co., Ga....ve soeccece pears BI acanisw ent seis belslssiteaiviesleesieivalecls $3 83 Sales of Waste Materials............++ 507 93 
Beeene COr. Tl sciwnccsrssee 20 00 Evans, Reve J. T., Dist, Supt., Minn.. 50 45 J. Burr Legacy Incomeé..... ......... 25 
VOS0 SALEM, Tl cise vscvewees 89 70 Fleming, Maggie, Santa Fe, N.M.... 5 00 Income from Available Funds....... 1,581 15 
Waukon & Vic., lowa....... 10 00 Gaboon & Corisco Mission, West ue 6 OP TUst UNG Stas eerstecter 624 82 
Wabash Co.,Ind.......... 94 80 ATHIGR ee racs tans ese onre hse tree 8 50 «Subject to Life Interest..... 1,766 5: 
Whitley Co., Ky..... Rave a a Hughes, Rey. R. W., Dist. Supt., lowa. 85 20 Hlectric LICH... .cccneesveeceeeeraavs 2 11 
Wayne Co., Mich Samy iier : 156 04 Hamilton, Rev. W. F., Washington, Fitch Shepard Bible Fund............ 500 00 
Washington Co., Mo......... 28 76 PD innetn cis snes. cslvaisisinataeavesjenesie sss 517 Sinking Fund—Alexander Campbell 
A s Pea aks ne z =: Law, Rev. Thos. H., Dist. Supt., 8. C. 43 40 Legac 166 69 
Weeping Water & Vic., Neb. $15 6) 80 4 pt, : . JOLACY wa ccrccvercccccvescvvcvdvesesese D Us 
Westchester Gas N. eens eet - be Be ee ae Dist. EUEE., ee Bey BUMATICR. 000 .ceeresevevecreers ooeuere 175 
Wellsville & Vic hic S Myers, Rev. H. P., Dist. Supt., Ga.... 8 15 —— 
eet te pias sess : » Parker, Rey. Z. A., Dist. Supt., Ala,. 28 55 $18,226 €1 
. £ r Nie Oleere g 2 Presbyteris Joar e (D. aa a? 
Rvilkesbarre Weleh, Pa...... 90 00 sae ES auedierrs and 8.8. gag Total Receipts ....... ish eeahee $45,849 97 
West Pawlet Welsh, Vt..... 25 96 914 Rankin, Rev, W. B., Dist "Supt., Tex. 26 25 = 
Wood Co., W. Va.... ....... 68 73 Sales of Specimen Verses aan BO im Pt 08 2 
Waupun Re VIG WilBse ieee 69 91 Wainwright, Rey. G. W., Dist. Supt THE FOLLOWING TRANSFERS FROM 
Bec aeo Co., Wis ........ Sb Ga NUD eereehe daca: weeree see 27 80 BOOK ACCOUNT TO DONATION AC- 
Wyandotte Co., Ks.... ..... SUT eek OS — ; mn - , , 
12 ew teat eatd $200 10 COUNT HAVE BEEN MADE: 
$5,969 66 $21,201 97 MISCELLANEOUS. i. Gaye May ConiNiduneeeenonsseneres $200 00 
RETURNS FROM BOOKS DONATED. T . .: PIAAG AM, Obvisccveuieneiesicccaniciacwieen's 80 00 
NE PRUE SALES Sorc ae titre eee ei ie elaine $2,910 03 dl panies 
Bond, Rey. H. P,, Dist. Supt., Mo..... yh. Retail Sales tsuaeteetotetevsad.esere CRT © Lot Sa aa A ale meee as aes 
Bundy, Capt. Henry, Chicago, Ill.... 940 Sales by Colporteurs............ Saeed DOURE $330 00 
FOR JANUARY, 1894. 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
District Colpor- Grants BIE LEE 
me ; 
ear? Serer Foreign sity ae B.S. | Miscel- : Total Total 
aaa | and Be. | ABencies. \S¢ner go. Record. | laneous.| To Colport- /To Foreign} To Life | 1 vateg, |Zranafers.| Cash. 
penses. penses. cieties. od Agencies, | Members. : 
" ; é $ f 
(Oash........ 3,090 92 2 60 | 6,291 17 .--- | 186 18 | 106 96 aerete Goou naan oud 9,957 78 
Transfers... ee Seah, Soon Seen) 860089! 1 50.00 824 92 943 12 GLO hd 1,495 52 | 4,328 ho 
Auxiliaries—Value of ee pupEod, we eee ae aie eieleteiataressiaaieicle selalersTeratrfeisis slelsjalatetelsinis sielsialelslatslotnncioiere las ysOUND 
The Trade— ee eh arae eis ialaie ais siststisisismmscialh s)e Savin slslatnereiere Ue ariae case sce anopoDoogenoaco| nae 4 84 
Books for the Blind on Account of Burr Legacy Income..... ....- Sa liaisciala cba tie gncorewidtere tere elels/sveretel isis sini sivieinieres 98 57 
Bible House Expenses...........- NRE Fee are Se cee More Tala t's Baeaeens ciataeitin tees eeuile eeleste se elteinerereatsre 7,099 80 
General Salaries and Expenses...... Ja soondass Brice nastier eta: ancanaeee F aeietare lotetaere eraterstelevelelovatatelerelete(civieteYorit cols iets 17h 27 2,675 58 
Interest on Life Investment. ..............-..+- pats cieiataeiaeiste mEIEIeeTeters ole vie aiesers lptolere/eialefalclalalereteietelafarsye aretaielove.otsista Bdeecic 829 55 
eae AUUITICS eT INVER UCU: vo sehr cele 5 5-0-5 v:0rare drole wreys'ere puoin oumpie n wiars sip elalelolnio/aici «| s/nisjola'e'b/» olatniel=/Selniwtelpie = miciore mer srerelnvarwiniy fowoases 6,000 00 
General Machinery .......... IM Pas aoe Cee ite aiid trove aitatere(e ste" Rie owas ghee OE Dasa ee cares aate santa 2,800 00 
Columbian Exposition.......... neta er AS ROOD ANC ORORne cot: ets Goce wis tererninies Sake aaa eit eeretoreltietern erevelsverstetts ne 35 55 06 
Electrotype Plates..... Bikes kate PavaieievsalNonsle arapetete cia OSE TET oe ores eitealsierasetatebsvetniels araraleie ooniittetiaisielote ole folelets evs.c ould 125 30 
For Depository: 
Books from Bindery.............+ hinceeoaaa aes a canteens See OPER Oe Te Rede tao ELS 368 83 
Boxes, Cartage, and Postage..........- so eceteT stance niarerarers’ syaloTelo ate avolevarstete oicloteiastnloleferelola\ale/aiaiers{rreceeleis eie"Wioisins 
Value Books Returned ...........-+++see0es Dtaasgheatheraveiennee ele o Voi a eswirrexere e'elofo'e site nrceeseee Baie ievorsve etelsi= Sone ON 231 40 
Discount on Sales...... Beiclenie sisters stant oe teioeiets pogonson- cocaae BN ApeAsaooRooG Basi daialale sercioaake asieleanteistee eto) es On One 986 76 
Salaries and EXpenseS .......seseeeeeeees SRE at cinch fe, 3 (tC SHORE non” ODIO DORR U OU GCOORUI CCSD GLEkO a OUT OUN Os 1? 75 
Books Purchased........ vemerowereunberes sees cohort Meena ce solstilve sotvurreninw arts Brin ae eleletelaale seen nerte t mdgeomeo! 
a eee : 
‘ DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
Se ee 
Manufacturing, 
; z | Rent of Machinery and |_ 
Wages. Material. ig and Manufactory. iigolss _—— 
ee 9,255 61 5,444 47 108 15 Ear 581 83 __ 15,370 IL 


7 
2 


ae 


———— 


Total Transfers......-.2cccceccccscccscscccccccccccsccccctasteceracccersesessesscascceces 42,640 52 oe 


" im eae eC Ge ee eanantneT 45,648 31 
; -..| 16,586 10 


Pa Cash Balance forward to February, 1804.....++0sssecssseeseeereeeeseceereritinineennenst st 


B,—The amounts in Saute type are not actual cash transactions, ‘but necessary payments by transfer as between the eee $62,284 41 
Departments, to show the net result of each. _ 
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BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from five cents upward. Se 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS... 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books and communications for the Bible Society Record, 
should be addressed to “The Secretaries of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to “The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” oe pat, 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
ete., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to “The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. Wo books are supplied for sale on commiéssion, but as a special 


inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 


made to Aumiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
suin of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 1 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


